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Her First Ball
(192t)

K herine Mdsfield

Exactly when rhe bau began Leila would have found jr hard to say. pcrhaDs h€r firstreat parrner w.rs the cab. Ir did nor ma(er thrr she shared rh€ 
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the men. Why didn'l the men bcgin? Whar were they waiting for? Thqt thcy
snoothing $eir gloves. paning their glossy hai! and smiling among lhens€lves.

n, quite suddenly, ns if they krd o0ly just made op their minds rh$ that was what
had !o do, thc men came gliding over rhe pffque{. Therc wa\ I joyful fluter arnoDg

girls. A lall. fair man flew up to Meg. seized h€r prograrnmc, scribbled sonedtng;
passed him on ro Leila.'May I hove rhe pleasrre?'H€ ducked and smiled. There
a dark man wearing an .yeglass, ih€n cousin l_alrrie wirh a lricnd. ond Laum with

lide fteckled fellow whos€ rie was crooked. Thcn quire rn old man _ fat, $.irh a big
dd patci on his head - look her programme and mumurcd, ,t t m€ s.c. lci me $eel;
nd he vas a lorg rime compor:re his progrdmme, which looked black with namcs,
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rriu h!rs, lt se€med to 8ive him so much rrouble rfia! llita was asharo€d. .Oh, pte.le
don'l bother. sh€ .aid cagcrly. Bur ,nslead of rcptying rhe far man wrorc soneihrne.
dr.rfl(c.l ar hdr-J8din. 'Do I remrmb€r rir briShr llrl€ facel. he sard sofuy. .ls 

rr ]noJn
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Her First Aall l0?

no one wrnls lo Xlss you now, And yoLr'll say how unpleasant theso polish€d fl{x)rs lrc
to walk on. how dsngerou! th€y, are. Eh, Mademoiselle Tfvinkleroes?. said the fat mon
softly.

bila ga\re a lighr ltde lau8h, bur she did 0or fe€l lile laughing. War it _ could it atl
be true?-lt sounded @rribly rrue. W[s rhis first ball only rhe beginning of her t|I!l ball,
after all? At thar rhe music seemed to changc; it sounded sad, sad; it fosc uoon a ereai
si8h. Oh, how quickly rhings changedt why didn.r trappiners tasr rbr cveif ror-e,er
wasn't a bi! too long.

'l wanr to srop,' she said in a hrearhless voice. The far man led her to the atoor.

^. No.' sh€ said. 'l wonl go ourjide. I $.on.t sir down. I'I jusr stand hcrc, rhank ),ou..Sbc.leaned rgarrsr rhe uatl. lupp'np wrth her toor. pulting up t,e, gfore".,na trylig,"
smil€. Bur deep irs'd( hcr r li{le gi,t rhreq hc, pinafon owr f,." r,*a o"a,oS6. .why had he spoiled il aI/

'I sry, you know. raid rhe far mat. .you ntush r lale me lerjousl!, liltle ladv.'As rl l.sllodJ!' fld kita, ocsing her smail dark head and sucking her undcrlip . . .Agdn lhe juunles paraded The.wing doors op€n€d aod strur. Nou 4cw muvc wur
Srrcn oul n' the banJmast€r. But Lerla dldn t q.anr ro dance dny more. She $aared lobe home. or..iurnF on rhe verdndJ lisl€nrng ro rhose baby o\rlI. Whcn she tookedmrobli'r-le d1,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,rr wrndow\ 0r rhe sra,s rh€) had tong b€ams tike wings. . .

,..:"1 p*.*.I , so[r. merdng. mvishing tunc began. and a young min $ittr curt] hatroowcd bctore hcr. Shc woLrld h.ve ro dance, our of polirenes,. untit she couti frna
Y-::-t:? flll *: 

""trcd inro rhc rniddte: rer' haushrrry rhe pur her hand on hrs
mrnure. in one urm. her feer ghded, gtided. Ite lights, lhc azrteas. lhe

_*,ill"i'^lj fik faces, rhc velvet chairs, aI b€camc orc beaurifui nytne ,"i,eeL A;dwDen her ncxt panner bufip€d hcr inro rhe fat man anat he said, .p*a*;, ,f," "r;f"iar hrm more ridianrly thao ever, She didnl evcn rccogoisc him agaio.
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