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Outsnb, ther€ as r patlt. A pith of bcalen whrte srone borderc(l by r wh'r' sall - lQw'

bur not low eoough iin mc lo sce ovcr il iiotrt I'crc. \lhitc sxnds driti actoss lhe prth

Frc.n my *indow. I uscd 1() scc pallenrs;n thcir drift. On Iny wilv tu thc bcrch' I

would try lo pl:rc my l.nl. Just rhe hrll {,i my fid. f()r tberc ncv'r w's much room- oo

tlrosc whitc sprccs lhrr Slinted firt xnd lrct of siod I had an idc'r rhrrl $e paltcrns orr

rtrer srrne stroirttl hc nude by rrrrirc:rlo'r(l I di{l nor wutr on€ grarn ot sand blown b}

r hree^ I could Dot ltcl, lo chinec i$ (o'fic htc:rust of qre Whirr Fri:n *ould lhcre

& rn trying to .tccipl'rr a parrcrri tbat I hall ! Lrsed? lr was not crsv BrlaDcins dre

t,*,,,t ",r.jt'a'" l,!n '!r 
lhe hot n,rt. l,Nl,nlj r,tr rhe ne\t clc.rr 'l'.(1 td scr the olher

l,n'r,h,*', lr t,x,\ J kr,3 tirr,c ro rcJLh llr( tDJ "i lhc Pxth '\ntl thcn rhe slt't(h "l
bcach. And lhen thc sii:r.

I used to sil wllotu lhc wrter rollcd in- dlc(l In' ils frillcd white cdgc oil lrng r! lhc

s xl. wilhrlriwrng ro lcuve lrear d.trnp httlf 
'llooms 

of d darkcr' rrore brcwnish lr€'le I

woukl $r insidc oirr ol thcsc curvcs. rtl llt vcr! rrridpoirrl- fitlilg m-! txxly to il:! cortour

.o{l $iil. lhe se.t urrccasingly shifls }nd nars nrd sends oul hng€a Paws {c'Irgues to

probe lhe shore fiieh whvi: co"rii! in i! (l lrrtnr' ll separares ilsclf ftotn lhe van'

l'",':ng tru", ris'\ ,nd surges lor*aid "lrt' x lo!t' grorvl lrghtcn:18 as it apl)to'rcles 1o

,, pur"lr"*, rt'*,,,fn*,)v;r to dirplny lttc shire lrill rh:rt slides likc x rhousand sft*cs

*iwr upon nseti. br€rks:md skilicrs trp thc si' dlt'rnk' I usl lr) sil vcry still' so'nelinres

rtrc rvrve wc,ul<l b;Icly tonch n)y feet. tonNlinres ( would s$irl nrrlund mc lh$n pull

ba(k. sitiinS ytt anothcr hyer of sanll lrorn un{lcr tn'. lenving nre wel lo lhc wnist My

r'""t' 
'c"rrti 

;, tsiu hollours tlrni lilied. tnrplicd r l .elilled wilhour { brcat An(l slbllc

.s rhe shndow ot a prs\rng cknd. my hxlt nr(run \toirld sliP do*n llr Srnk onl)" lo tt

.vc.trke! nnd \q'3nrpe(l Lr)-, llie nert lcrt o! loxnrrnS sn'tc
I uscd to sit in dt curvc trd dig nry lingcrs rnlo Lhc gratn)" compall s.rt lnd l€el

t' ";". ;.u., 6 ,,,] n,tre,' ".nrrieper .'n,l J&Fl rill rh' oc\l 'lpd'aP :""ll"l l;ll
ol t\hitc (rmc Jn,l \tIU,ltcd lhe cdPc 'r rtrL lrtll' burros I hird mxdc ll' !\arr(

collipsed arr(] 1 ftrnovc(l n1y hatd, covcrc(i ir w.l cl'y s(run kr tuldr t() dry gfarns that

I sould easilt bn'sh !*aY.
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| 1..d, r{xrn(r rtr'\., ,r Iny r,r'{n.rDd rirrnr.r\1.1\. r!!r\.r!,,. I m.l tr n) Lr!hrnlrA rFu. I n,anr(J ,,,[, sr\ )Lrr. ur,r. Il.,\c trnh l(, lu,..hrtJ
r.'tr erShl sunrttcrs $e hr\. b.cn conriflg hcrcj lo 1fic berc}-hoosc wesl ofAlerand.ir. ne first sununc. h.d nol befn ? drr)L of rcllecdonj ory ocrupari(,o rhcn had

DLteir to I(n. DI hl'sb:r0d in rtrir - ro nre . turv and diftcrcnr plnc. tblore him ar het' ,lL.J r.\rd: m) p.,ij.ol_ srrJkrnp rtr triirer truur Li\ rrt.,cI harr h.. ,,.,., ,,;i,,;; ;;rn. q',r'n. ttrht)rrdbn \dld 't,, Lrvc hrl) J\ h. Lsied hh Lcphe$ r!, his:h.rUers, ,,,dt. s(.a-thrc\! hin jr. c.rught hior.nd bdisr..t hhr up againr a corossur t*rl,ill,,g ii,.
";'::1. Il,.'","1",., rrc prr\(d ha.rr.,n)nron qlrn hr\ r.,rhFr irr rhc rv,.nrnp. r*lramor counr.,\ afl't 

'hc. tit ,.r ,,f,tr.( rev,u,rd.n[,,fl rtx.t.rlio shrie, ar rhc diruner,*rm
table. his srsler rh.,wed me h(xv k) dras rheii onrare, circutar scnp,. r, i *" iii" ""*l'rm. who lrrd b.'en trurl.d ar bu rocr rcveatc.ij 

"le" ". f,*  i, "iy 
*rn** r""i,-",Jwlro.t!ert: bng abscncc, had found his way brct inlo tt). t"on uirri, 

"urnt,r'',ltirgIr( dlohp silh h'm \\i,saltcd In rtrc (un:et atr,n8 thc sakr'r cJgc, l,icl,rnp rr dr.

m oorDr nnnonnS h'\ 3eto$ $,r} lHfth iunt rr\c: J yr,un8 (luple r r,?tirzy rormrcr, r,tfor lifc insurance or.r t$Glveek brent in IrE suo.

. IJy second s mmer iefe r.ns rbe sixth surrnrr ol onr lot,c _ ard the |lr1 of our

::ll,ll:) 1.,"r,"f In\.r,rd inLj r,.!,n| hrr rarhcr. I sar on rhe h.ach. ,ltlr h;h,;,,,i;
:l:"- jll ],.,rn: rh,,utshr\ *JrJcr. I rtn,uphr r'rx,ur uur trte ur rnv tounrn rrrore qc

l.il"..l"iT" r.'ur ).x^ rn rrx..,.s\ ntrr. rre...rr,ou\.,n rop.,r J r{f In u ccorsrdn\{luarc rnm nr((m! tl,c lr rhc bu.*:rop $lr.n I crmu b.!cl from $,trk. Sur"try,, r.ncl
ard uc:-r In ll( f!r\ $1r,r,,u. rr.s.spdp(as. lsle nrEh,s Jt u," ,n",i*. turufnr or Ino\e rhrn!\ and r r\\cd rhctrr hur $rrtr ro greal scn\€ Li lo,\. Jl tlds r\rhoufh rhc\ s(rc dll thu.. ro hc (d cd uF,n.,o t^ trvcd rgaln \ih(never w. sar ed.I rooxen ^ul r0 sca rn.t r)v! I reatrlc. | $r\ rry r! l0 $o.t ,\rr |lr\' cu rr.trDares Ithoxeht , bt .thut t!. warer and ltlc sand a\ I sat rhcrr watching tjcm meu anO flinand ro'tcb. I lricd to undcrsmnd thal r wllJ o. rhc €d8e. ,f," *.i:"Ag" ,i arri"" if,"i

:J''::-,:1"::l lb.,:r 
sJs norh,ns cdmprBr ,o $.r,L r'j r.,rrnd,,i. I,i,, .,., *.,,31'I o netn (n{re rnd secr, lor m)selt j|\ |l(!er..o(trnf duslv green Inrenur. j,\ nr,,U4r,i;r,thc,bit sl\'. r'r) nrind r,.rl,l rror rr.,sn r $,ntJ rl,"r wl, ,",r pr..", ,oln1, 

""".", 
_ i(ounr se{ urf i{.arh. rh( ware:. rh. lrtue b€}ond. rnd cradjinp rlkm ajt. rr} bJt,\.

. I ut wu mv hJnJ, ruv t)!lt! rd slrr.d fu rh.un) .rufturr\ rh. smjt ttuur;ng,.
'nat 

bld n€ hoq she lxy nnd what \he wrs fffjjng. Cladually, rve carnc ro *tt to cii
o1l'cr. She *ould cul i 0 a rrtht ba i|| one corncr bf ,y bodv.unr;t, topuded rnJ
u.ncojufola.bfe, I ooaxc(t .nd p(Njded icr blcl into a Drorc ccnrred. ,etarcd posirmn Isloq,ly rubb(d.onp.omcr,,r m) h. \ until r/r.,,. a.med suaight 

"r -y r,"n,r. t t"tr,
scmx nortn I L,t,peJ.dxl \hL lrun.hcd rt,r,n I $r, ls.enrr.n,nt. t. srlcnr.c v(.a,\my ooo] had s., cd k, r^ rcitc. rnd n,.$ or\ I(., ar,l nund lad.au2hr up uritr ,rNaturc had.workcd rdnirat'ty: I had wnnrcd rhc chitd ihrough rny tove ri,r ticr fadrermd how I bvcd h€r father rhal summer tvtJ. body could nor gel eoough of him. His
baby wa: snug inside mc and r u.amert hrrniher: roo

Fionr wbcrc I srx nor,. ail I can sr is dt-a, solil $'hnc. Tl{ $,hitc gtarc. ll|c q_tritc
*?ll. and rll€ $hi(e talh. Drrro*jd8 in fte dislrnce.



l?: Sk,rns of Ou.seller

I should hale SoDc. No lon{or;r sclradng thougrt but fatniliar ird dult I shoutd havc
8orrc. On that swirl of alrazed ind wounded aogef when, knowilg him ;ls I ilid, I firsr
sc scd dral hc wlls pullirlg a\riry {ronr nrc. I should harc gonc. 1 shoutd hale rumed,
pickcd up my chld ard 8o.e.

I tun 'flc sla(ed lli ,ls are cl)sed againsi a -qlanns sun 'Ihey calt rlic woodell
biin(ls rlc.rrr nfld tell Ir1{ it s $e fcrsisn word for glass. So rhar whreh srls ncxt ru a
.hi ! ir crlled by iis namc- I hare had this rhoughr Inany times nnd fcet as rhough it
should lead m€ so,newherc; as rho gl| I should dra{, sorle colclusion fmm it bur so Jar
I hnven t.

I draw rny iingcr alonS a wood(n strr. Un Srbir. trly husband,s otd nanny, does
clerything atuufti the house. borh hcre and in the cily. j rried. .{ firsr, al teasr ro belp.
but she would rush up and case the dustcr or rhe vacuun ct*her f.om my hands.
'Sha.De. sha.6e. Wh al|l I here forl'Ke€p f,oor hands nic€ and soft. Co and rcsr. Or
wlry {ioll't you 80 to the club? Whnr have you to do sirh rhesc rhings? My hlsbrnd
ranrlated all rhis ibr re and:aid rhjng:r k, hd whi.h I c.Ine ro undersland meanr rhll
l,nnorrow I would gct used ro drc; wa!s. 'fhe nealx I thined never worked out. Um
Sahir cooked qhar w.b bcst in rhe nlarker on lhrr d!y. lf I rried to do drc ahotping fte
pr'ccs rrelJlcd. I arrangrd lhe florvcrs,56666s4 ou! ahe plelts ir the curtains and
prcsidcd over orrr dinneFpariies.

Ily bcd ir made. My big bcd which , half rsleep t.sc]-, crceprng undcr rhc
mosqujtGnd. tumbles into ;o thc nnddlc of cl,ery night. Shc tits heNlf inro my hxly anrt
I pul nry arm ovc. her until she shatt:s ir off. ln her sle€p stc nakes use of u|€. my
brcasr rs sonrearmcs her lillow, my irp hcr loorskrol I lje conrent. glad nr bc ol tlse. I
hold hct tlx{ in tny h and drcrd rhe rinr - so rjoon ro corDe - \r-heD ja wilt no longcr
lrc secmly lo kiss ihc dinplcrj rnklc.

On a black lcather sola in a tr:rnsil lounge in rn airFtrr once, many ycars ago. I
walchcd a Pakisuni woman slecp lle, drcss nnd trousc.r \lqe a dc€p. yclio\r silk and
on hcr dress blq'med lusci()us tlolvers in purpte and green. Iler nrns we.e covcr.d in
Sold barglcs. She had goki in her ears. ber lcfi nosrnl ad around he. neck. Against hcr
kNly hr. \mali son lay cur,cd. One ot his fltr was bcrwc.n her trFe., her nosc wlls ir
his llrir All h€r worldly {reasure $d\ on thnl sofa wirh hei, nNl so she stepr solodty on.
'Ihar irxrsc, roo. I savcd up for hinr.

I tr:ldf ny beil thi$ Inor|ti'l-!. I sprcad or) anns out $rde ard Sathc.rJ in the sofr,
billolving mosquiaorer- I rwisr€d ir round jn a lhict coil turd ried n n)lo a lq)sc loop rhnr
d:mgles gr,.clully in mid arr

Ninc yenrs ago, sitling under rny li$r nosquitork! I hnd wrirrcr. Now I lmow how
it lceis to be a memsahib.' TtlaI $.as i[ Knl|o: dccn, dceu In tlrc hcad of the crntiRnr
I ni$ \rr utl rh(cdge,,1 lh{,r bc(r r to\r sirhiDn r.rr rhre, v."'\ r,,Lt hcrrg rp.(
rh.n was a ldant, ncrely, oi bli g logethcr When we \vcre seplrared lhcrc n-al lin
cach i gm.\!ing tlc! of fte orher Wr \Lorilt $ry rh1lt this .otrfirirrd ou. 1ruc. esscnrial
unio . We had paned a( Hcathro\', an(l ue $cr. tr) be rejoincd in. fodnight, in Cairo.
whcrc I would rncc! his falnilv for rhc iirst tirn.

I had &ollght t(, wrirc a srory rbour tholc rwo \reetsi aknrt n)y tri lrip i ro r\frica
ahour Muhanmad a]-Scmus; erplninin! loorlcorsly to nre the inttrior sratu! of \eomen.
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.ooncousl,Y hecau\e. b{irg loreiSo. Flurop(.ln, ot a busnrcrs rrip l was an hoDor f n)an

e srorr_ abour {.rlclling thc hng, \t.aa8h{ ronil lo Vnrduguri n.d stopprng rt rc'tdstdc

shacks ro chcw on oEtt rh3t I then swallowed in lumps !Yhil': SeDusi told me how 
'hc

m€at ir l;ux)fl: tud nD txxjy a.d rrlelled ltkc ricc pu(ld;n:r iD lis mourh Att'xl llr un'c

whcr I \3w lht lien in lhc hll !r!$s- I rsked lhc drilcr Io stoP, Junrlxd otrl of lhc cltr

rimed rr) cu era a shol as lh€ lion crouched. Back in dr cir, unfreezirg hims€lf

ln)nl honor. lllc driuit x-lsutsl tl)c tlnt lhe liur ll)d cruuched in ordef 1o spong ai nr€

I sdll hale )e pholor 3ln)n crouching in b.li g.ass close up l look at n tnd cannot

or.rkc oryscll bclicvc $hat corid havc hnPFnc!
I n.lrrr $ane lhc story. ailhouglr I still have lhe notes Rrghl here in this leathcr

rxxJotro vhrch ! uk€ orl of a drnwer in nU cutborrd Mr Afri'a slory l told il tt' him

instcad .' aod across the crndlelir tablc oi r Caito rtshutanr he kissed my handt and

said- l m crl 
' 

atloul you. Undcr lhc hi8h sindows the Nile fio$ed bv F'(emity was

io our lit)s, our c)cs, our hruw$ | mnnied hrln. and I was haply'

I lcdt:ftrough rny notcs lnch ,ne cirr'€s a comn)cnt. a descfip{ion ntanl for hin'

n ll ny rhough; we;e rddresscd to him lror hi$ pd( lD wrotc ftal afler- I lcft htrn 
.al 

the

,"po'i rt" ,.","a rouod ro hold rle 3n(l tell trrc hou desohre hc felt lle could nor

klie|t t wrs o1)l tbcr€ to cornlon hin lle wrot. atirul the sound of my votce on lhe

rclelhonc $d lhe cftase xl (he top of ry am tha! hc $aid hc lovcd lo kisl
'iVhn,.,u,y 

",rr] 
t lvrite? | sit w'rh nly ndes al m] $ri1;n8-tnblc and *ait fcf, Lr'v

I shoul(l havc been sleepilg 'lhltl is whal $ey ihink I ltm dotng That rs wllat we

pret""a I do. sleep rway rlri horr.sl of the nridd:v hours Out Dere on rhc bcach' bv

ii," 
",.1, 

r-*'ti,,","' ';4 ,'i ''. ir'" r'* r,* n'licr, lrcr uncle her rwo aunrs hcr firc

cousins: a *calttr of playmdes and protectots And Unr Sitbir' silliog patient and

qatchiul in hcr blac k .ro l abi\tdh at\.1,!/ta, tlle dccr''laits b€sidc hc' load(d with

rowels. sun'cream. sun bals, sandwich€s tnd iccd d'inks in Tltrmos nasks

I I(Dt. ald *atch, :tnd w!i( for l-u.y.

ln thc mnllict in Kaduna tlle tj|otded. r€d carca:ses lay oo lvofllsn slalls shadcd by

grey plastic ca opies. Al {int t 5.$ tlHncal and thc flii:s s$'!rnin8 and sctlliof! Thcn'

iniop,'rtft" grcy plistic sh€ets, I saN ik vullurcs Tlty Prchcd as sp3norvs wlqld

'|l 
s Erfli\h rutcr \quan hur rlr) s(r< h€ v d 'rrll drd silcD( *J,*',':lu.1i1

urrUfrr'rrrp r. lhc fi(r.c st,r, t{ar doqD nn thci' hiu Nnnucd headi And lrJnl rn n4d

wirh thc liar lhal swcpt over . was s .cRl'srlion thnt iear wts ttrisplaccd {hdl

evcr,\body elsc kn€u they $ere thtre rnd srill went abou( iheir buEiness: th:tt io the

|lr,:.t-IUrL<l trr KrJuud 'ulluru' werr \urrduor'l'l (c
'lhe heal !n lh( \rrr ralurrre\ rhe honi' rr *\'f's "ur tronr rr'r' porc I o0cn rDL

d{nr ol ry nDm a d walk out illlo dre siknl hau' lt dD ba$room I stand in lh€ showcr

i--: "''(r '*' tl( Llp h' Iet tll( cool waLar \plash avel m\ lcc' I 'u(t 
tn) 'lin ltr*nll

,i ,r,,-r . ,,.i 5.'nj 1^ prr 
'u1 

bnh ani un rs urd'r rrrc sJrcr I frcst w'r Pnrn'( ro

",'i i".i -o n^nr. rrilt,'e rours $cr wrrl tJrn I I{' rure rrees rtr.\ rlhl rtrLrr' rr

,i'i ,, 
'',r "".r'"n.', 

ri" iu," n". '','1'1*,t rclcJ'c trcrh 'htN(r' ot d'opjcrq kom rhetr

I Dr(l ,'ul ,,n uct t..t thnr iltv h! rh. rimr t aniv' al th' ful(lrtr dl lh4 end i'f tllc

t,,n"'.,unOor. I or'en lhc i'rdf(.rlkj:'(c thc 'lunt' ni r'rnrb or'lrtnadrn' rn d larse 
'nclrr
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ray tur lorright s blllb€cue. The Inolnlt]irr of yellow grnFs dnjning in a colaod.r I
out a clustcr and put it oD a rvhirc sauccr Urn Sabir washer nll the fruit nnd ves€rab
in 

'cd Ffmoeeh. tll:,r IL' nry benc,ir srn.€ Lu.y crunchrs cucumbcrs anric.rr
sraight oul oi the 8(eengroccf r bastgts. tsur rhen shc $is born here. ADd nos.sb€
trlones lfI had rakcn her awav rhcn, qlrcn rhe was righ! loilrhs old, shc soujd have
belongcd with rrie. I pour out r rall glass of coid, botlcd water and closc rhe fridqe_

I w.rll h.(l rhrough rhe (,'Ldor prsr trm Snhur rouDr hrs room. Lurvs ri,.rnr
tsack rI Iny roanr I uind aSajn al rhe wrndow l,)otrng out through rhe chirrl, in rhe
shu(eni at llle white rhat seefiN now ro bc losing rhe intcnsiry of ils glarc. lf I rvere (()
mov. to thc 'rrndow iri thc olposrre \yall I woutd se€ rhe gr€en t.wl encircled by rhc
lvee n'jngs of the ho{Lse, lhe spriDklcr at itr ccnrre c.rsrlessly lwistirg. rwisrjng. I stad
and press |l)y forehead agninsl rhc \rarDt glass. I bR:alhe on rhc windoe,-panc but ir
duis nol rnlsl over.

I hrn on the fir. It bhws nry harr across my f6cc nnd my toles across ihc bed. I
kDcel on lbe brd a:xl gather $ern Thc rop on€ says. .Ninfii, his big reeth staincd wirlr
Kol., si(s grandly al hts desk. By his ngtlI hand rt]ero is a bicyclc belt which he nnes ro
sum:non a gofer . , ond thcn again: .Thc rhrce th gs $.c srop fo. o, th€ road sholld
be mr tille: "PeciDg, Praying lnd P!rroj".'Thosc were tishr-hcaded limcs. qben rhe
joke\ I nridc scr. n,,r bificr.

| ]je doqn o lhe bcd. Thck [(!lr piitows are rDy irnovation. lrere lhey ue one lorg
pillow wxh two snrallcr oncs on rop of it. fle bedliner conles in se$_ ConseqGnrl) my
b.d always has two pillows in plain cases iud two wirh embroidcry ro matcb the shc€rs.
Aiso, I have one sidc of a chittirlier which is fu of to g, cmbroidered pi owca\es.
Whcrl i hke them orlt nnd lx)k at lhem I ti,xl rh€i.flowe.s. shelrered lor so lons in thc
d k, e uufadeil. bozhr 3n'l n($

Lying on lhe bcd, I hokl rh.\ clusrcr of gr0pes above my l;rce. and bjre one off.s
Romarls do m filni Oh, ro pla), to piay arao, bul m! only playnrare now is Lucy and
sh€ is out by tte pi}Jl wilh her ct'usins.

A tew ws:ks ago. ir.rck in {lurro. l-ucy lqrjrcd 0p ar thc sky ard said, 'I oan ser lhe
plate $ln1c $e rc goinq t,, b(

'wllerc? l asked, {s we dro\c rhrougt Cibalays Slr.cr.

'Oh1 l said. And whar's 11 like?'ll\ a c'rclr, ]4anm, and ir hrs a chiDrrc),,lnd il witl atways bc \4nter rhcre..
I reachcd oy€r nnd I'd{ed her k|l€e. ,Thrnk you, darti'rg.. I sritl
Yes, I nnr sick but not iusr ror llonxr. I nnr srck (r a rjDlc, r rime rtral wrs and

lhat I ctln revcr hrvc ngain. A tover I h.d a.nd can never have aqain.
| $Jr.lk,l him vJnr\l *.,t. rirr !irnrrl,. stif awi\). rcredc. HtlrrrJ nol $iurt t,, g,,.

He did nor Bo quierly. He isted rnc lo hot(t him. bur hc contdn.t rcli me ho\.. A fai.v
E,dmr!hcr. r,'r'bol ro' rI r!\rd r ',f ,'ur br.tx I In h(r r,,:rSL. turrts rk, n sld old *unrxr.
hcr wand iDkJ a useless srick. I sopplsc I should havc scon ir conxrg. My forcigrness.
which Lad beeo so chamrin:, l*grn to imr.lf hirn. My in.bililv to remctlrtf,r mmcs, ro
loliolv lhc rni utiae dl palitics, my sbngglcs \firi h; tanguagc. nry need ro tr pror.creJ
from the suo. tbe mosqoitoes. rhe !1l!ds. tr dDnkins F.ter. Hc 1rx\ back bomr. and lc
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.oI,: h(. c rd 18 ar hon)c wirh, .r rr,rne rr kr,k ,rriip! , yc.r: Hrs hearrt$o. rninc u.{s sjnDly brckcn

;l'il ;:: I;::':i,.ll","TiiXli?i,l,i" 
,,.,'i)'!np) wiih r'!'cv on,hc hcalh. or

.ct',., ,nan r,1,urd )r, rari ,,, ro!. ",,,. ,,,, iiJ;;':,,111,",Fnn 
n'c.,,,,rinne! irnv I

. I rul'l lrim I'ir ibour nr\ tir\r rrjmse. rh..,ne L.,* in rrrar trrnp ronit r,, l"1 iueu .

,:li:..,,1, 1n" 1-:" r,ua r., ercxanorra ,r ,,,,r s,,n,,,,er, r 5atr iFarn. .rr: hd,d rooelrcrc rl rsn-r rherc whr:'l I calr tcc jt so clclrly,, I lonptaincrt')',)u onl!. rtin( you sce it,, he sajd.

. 'Isn r lhat ihc same :iI]:.l t rskcd. ,Nty orl|rn rtlts rrlc $ere-s \yator there tyr,rdlat cloush?

,, .-:::: 11".'-14 
and shrusled. ,tf nll lou $.anr |o oo rs \rr in the ca, and sco :r lJutr yo! wanr ro go and pur your han,ts in ir antl ,r,inli, ,1"" i,;"., 

"*lugl..ri"ril li"gnrc nrc a ridelong gtinco and smilcd.

,-,:,ll!i,li!!l#i:,*i),,11it,ii;.:tT;i3:,il1i,t"*'"1ii:"j,i: lF;::ll
l:::i ;L"il':*, :J'lf';'i:iliX9;;i*"r*- "n'r 

r" *irr a"riu"li ;;; ;;;i
;i;:'m""*'".ru:!'Tn jifr l* j,',:r$*:iidhqi,"i:#j

{i::iiiiii,il::T:"T'Jfiiilfi:".Hfi1; ti*r:i.H ",i..i""#;.'l,,:,;I'nra8irc 
wili be necerstiry for Luc\.s rousrlu.

Yeslcralay trhcD I h&l dresjcd hcr lticr :h! showe! she cxamirrd hersell inlcntly ir
q ff-"'ilf il1"i,[':,"iiT,1,:[',,1 *ri*Tl jt;1,5**t];l*-T#,;?l#
mrnll^ 

.llis v.ter \ard. flh.\ srv rt ! brh\ to,r,,\ in rl,( It|rror shc urrt sr. ler osn3fl\c WF lauphed hxr se,trJ nor ."n,o," it".o,",,, rt,rv {rved in ptlcc ri sh< q,,5

{,r.,,' Durn uf d^crrelt) dd r!rr (t^F r.,,irr.,rfon. We sr(..rrkr(t 1,, ta\rLl,cll\ ul,c oll 
',ur 

\trd\ anil $ (hrs. pur rh( \u\hrnns tr,m lhe ba.k\ ot ouroLJ.l'rD and b(rid doublc olcj thc8r wirh ou irulr .rronnd our l€ads. I slung)a:_t!(l nry pnsslx)n. liclel! irxt rtlonl:) aror:n<t uy leck amt shoutdcr beforc
sc ln'aas. My !'iMish ncighbours tb lralty sh(Dk lnch orher.s hands. On thc
ere wds pcriicr siiencc as \c droppcrt o]lr of rhe sky Ard rhen a rerriblc.
, prolrotcd scr.lcl ng .Jf rrachi.ery ns we hit thi rarnr& And i|l rhat nx,nrrl,
rny hsld, bur all ol me, Iny lrhotc hern8. scdnrcd lo lrll .llto a trtrnt, .rn cnrprrl
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radinncc, bur lrcid. Th€n three gianl (houghlr. One \r'n of hinr - his nlu!|e. ovcr and

over agair. Tbc other wss of the children I *ould oever h.vc. The rird wa\ that rhe

paltern w s now.omplele: this is what my life irnounled to.
When we did not die, thal first thoughtr his nanrc, his ramr. his n3nrc b€came a

talism:rn. Ior in exircmity. hadn'l all that was not him bcen wiFd oul of my life? My
lifc, which once again slrerchcd out beforc mq shimmering reilh posstbilities, wai mean(
(o merge wir! his

I fiDished thc trench ptnit and Lucy chose a blue clasp to sccure its cnd. Detot I lel
hcr run our I smmrhed some afier-sun on her face ller skin is rut-brown, cxcepl Jrst
ncr(l !o her ears where it fadcs to a prle cream gleaning with golden down. I put my
lips to her neck. 'My Luc, Lu€ir, tuDrrdr,' I nrurmurcd a,i I kirscd he. and let h€r
go. Lucy. My ircasure, my lrip.

Now, wh€n I wall to lhe sea, to lhc edge of this continent where I liv.. wbere I
alnosr die.l, where I wail for my daughrd. ro grow rwry from me, I se€ diff..ent things

fron those I saw lhat summ€r sir years ngo. Thc last oa lhe foam is swallowed
bubbling i'no dr sand, to sink down ard rejoin thc s.a at an iDvisit'le subcnanean level.
With cach ebb of Brcen waler thc sand l(!sc$ pan of itself to {he sca, *ith each ilow
anolher parl i\ flun8 back lo be reclaiDled once again by the beach. That narro*
srrelch of sal}d krows nothing in the world b€xer than il does drt whit walcs lh.l
whip it, carcss ir..ollapse onto tt, vnnish:nto it 'lhe whirc foam knows nothang h.tter

ahan those sands whicn wait for it, rise to il and suck rl 1n. llLri $int do lhe waves

kno! of thc massed, hol. slill sands o{ the descrl just trvent}, no. Ies fcrl b.yond lhc

scalloped cdgc? An(l what doos the bcach know oi the deplhs, lhe cold. ahc currcnls
just rhcrc, lhcrc do you sec rt? whcre thc waler lurns a deeper bloe.




