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The Destructors
(1954)

x si\ on rh. k o, AuBN AMr Hohd,y rhn rh. Id{ rcrun Fm h. t.!di oth woraN.y Cmnm srg No om *a \uQns.d .r(.pr Mite. bur M*. rr rh. rs(n: 
1,:r lrb san,.d b) d.,rrh,ns 1r )ou Jonl ihur r@, nourh.. $m.bod, on(osn A,R' ,h4 Mir. nid !.p, h,, ,e$;,shd)ornp€d dFpr when rhc srFR *^ ho sRr.

gds lnce rr brgin,ine d L\f summr hotdr)s.,nd 
'her 

q.r p.sib'tnrr\ ob.ur hF b,ood,ns .rtcnc; rhd r a.gn,..d H" 
".r:.,q-aw r,*d can b alt hb nm uut rh q5 EjuEd or hin by rhc rute, whetr

d or fr,. n.r a n ;otd h.re ben *,lh rhe orhe6i ,Lcn.nr ot ,hah. m defErce Nor drJ 
"nrnne hu8h e\efl M .. whu r,nd,D8tuNU h' \od .uppun &d m4nnc fie ddjr su or $;ndi-.,mnrd ra qud 0$h. T}er qr eve,J ,tu.o; LhJ I us he *$ .x.tusds .ereftJm .hud r4\e h,M.r obd ar -dl.ry _ rh.r qd, hr nrn. rdd rh.J .ub{,oreJr r4d b.duj dh.ru,.. rh.y hd no e\!u.e noUo trush .r r,n|h 3 r(rc nhikr md pr*nr,krr. hdd loR dn*n;n ft sorrd. dnd rhd hr\|lrftr M'.rr.d heMlI bere 6h d. FrgnhJu^ wld bu d old qu.lq or ddgq,nr hNnp(d,!Lbtc. .jrbt,sh.,l h,m in Ine sdtrg li$our d) rtnuote.ercmon) or

* H,,tri H"'t"'*lf i:-,lflTTff::Hl#;'r.$ ffi.i alJno,oe *b pRi{ ddgh m tu. dsh ro rcrnr uur rhJr h. wdutd b,E b..n ok y.,ua do re' drFp d rlx do"n dam or *omt.v cummon Und.,srund suid.
l:n:nc 

qe"d h. d elt td' JF rr uuprrn hou{. nume, .r. or 6c $ae,qr
,"rnMtu,rmae _ tktult) bnr. Jor I hd suneftd rrcm $c bh..o,rhe bomb Drrnr.qde rd( qeE {nponed m EU{d.n Jtoa A lmdjtc, bonb rna

\o rhauh. houq .kct up r,te.Iltmr *d Frrc\ or i,\ m,snbtu., a:ao. rtr *nr^ oi-, rrd* r . *l* *o,r.



'Wlulsoarb, h. shotrcd !r R64 you *ot hd bled?
'Shc s ! .hi.r, di.d Rqr,

To *.p h.r yorting he slaDD€d her acrcss h.r mon$. but ii ta I h{d.r crrck
rbrn h. had inElded, Rosa f.ll back rith ! gasp. Sh. did nor.ry hut look.d uouDd
d,?.dly d .€ryb.dy. ald ti.d @ sFilc, dd ev!rybody th4 dld 3e hd @rh s@

'Go hom.' Totuy od€Ed rhe 3irl. bui d.n th€€ *6 , nov.ffir ''d e tu
bd her norhcr clm inb th. $or..

'whor h!pFn.d? sh. s.id,
'sh€ dolc ny candt Rm cned.

'I ht hs ute ii, sid TahmY
Ro$ softd !t him 6 iI she had b€n hit 4et. o.n ,th 

'@rh 
disbn d b'94 b

'On. *s tq you, Morhci stid rh. gnt
Her nothcr *k d h.t hatd r'6 $. fc. You lntlc rhiel rhit rin' vd I rt

' 
She pas?d d rhl Strl Srubb.d her ffi rnd Jdk'd r lhe 3"l lil' r Sror'\qk

dd;.i ;dr Ei, htif idl r;F,'d, blt ol th. dry 
'h' 

@r!'d b M h'r *hira r@
Dd thtu ot d him her Ed b8!a



ved rlmn connned ro roring Ycs' or 'No b rhc pld of op€Erions pbp.6.d erh
d.y by Bl4ki., orc. sdled rhe *hol. slns hy eying b'@tingly, .wftn built ftar

'The nm who builr sr Pul\.'
'who c@s?' Bl@kie sdid. .r!\ Dntv otd Mired\.
old Miscry whose .ral n!'n. was Thomas - hrd once bc.n a bujld.r rnd

rkatu He livcd 3ldr in n\e c.ipoted hou. dojn8 ti, hiNlt (re s we* you autd
se. him.oning blck rcnxs lhc commoD with bead aid v.scrabtcs. ud one a (he
boys play.d i' rhr c'.pa.k hc p{r his held oycr drc sm6h.d wdl of his FrJ.n and

-Ben ro rhe ltu, oE ofln. b.ys ejd. td ir wr onmon kswte4e ln sire E
bo'bs f.ll $ndniry had 3@ wg *ith rlE pip€s ol rlle hoe anl old MiB ss
ro nrs b qped mRy nn L\. trtuFn\ He oll'l tu ftc rcJe.o,,,ng h,tutf ! .ojpn... DUr rc hd nd.' kmi plunbing Th? t6 qdt d rood.n \h.d a, rh. hrrom olrk nmtr gdrdcn * h r rk $dp.d hote In |n. d6r r h.d e{lpcd k b ar *hrh

. _.Thc exr rim rlF 3m3 beaft a*G oa Mr Thohs *as noE surpis,ng. Bjfkje.
Milc. and a rhin tlttos boy. who to m 'lM wa c.ltdl by M sutrl:r sullrM,
net hm m lhe {Dou mDrg bek Ibn rhe hdkei. Mr Ttron6 sroppd rhen Hesiil.llmly. Yd b.tos h rh? td rhlr pl.y ,n ,he ff porr,,

ru rn\"c, trh.n Bt, r. rupped hrn As rh. t.oder he hddrupnnsbr'lc\ 'supoae 
'e aftr he:ard ambnuuu\t!

._ | sor $me chcolares. Mr Ttm6 sid Dotrr'Uk. ,.m mystt H.E,ou ft.
Nor eoouphk g! 

'omd, 
IdonI duppo\. th.rn.!d... h. dddcd *i|ll lomhr.mnvrdM H. hrndetl u!.r 
'hfte 

D&t.6 ursminEs

]! lTc "T fdd a.d ry.,n.d by $n dion ad lid b dpru I awy. .B€r
flHnc dlpp.d rhem uJ he p,.ted (n up. jrtul) \u!E<.r.d

'PiNlEd m rd rhm !d m r bteJdg tunt^, inorhr d;sh ,toud.'Is r trib.. strmtls rd H. weL ur b jop boudrs blxs d hb w![.
we I goq hrm tr. doni rd bnbe\ ajact,e \od. r,t rhq .4nt,.cd rJrc *hote|:M'ns b c s,me.rboufins rhd dnh M,kc cA {ure floueh b dr} ftRtrs

no iF f'm Mr lrrh.
.L 

\r\r d,) r, $rm'+ed tumnli Hc *6 tarc r, rhe rcndc?.ou!. and h. voh. s rorrnd-drlr .\nb" bor ptaf $rhod h,m A, Br,\ti.'t u33$nor rhc srg trai ro{^p.N D p{h, Erc btb rr trd{xn. d s hos M} fte nda @utd & $uhedrrom .Nji) {'duJb,. I \. up.rariuo Lq. ro be c0tr..d nJ ,n p4tr! rr drord.mensr ri.) wtr ,lEwins toh ro rher rompdims {hen T ui!.d'*eE you b..n.Tr Bte{r areJ \d\.n.,lorno" you km* ln. rul.r. J He oor.d d rhe sround. $ ,hu ,h he hal .houghA ,o

, Ar,Old MM4 \ M'tel modh npemd ond rh.n humrdD cr.red dg4n s{h acncr Hc h,rr Etumb.Ed lhc tro!



'At OId Miery\2 Bkch. sil TIEE *6 dhile in dE 116 alrid it td h. hal
a $nsdion .hat T. was tradin3 on donsrDus grcund. H.6k.d hop€iully. 'Did )s

'And uhd did yo! say?
'| sid I wart.d ro s hn hous.

'wnat did you do i. for thon?'

The sfs had eathcad mnd: i. ws s thoqh u inpmnpru co@ v'G alut to

tom and b iry son. es of d.viation T said. Ir\ a h.ruriful house and {ill
w.rchi4 rh. Fnund. me.ttng no one s cycs, hc licked h( lips fi6r one vav rhen $c

'wna| do yd red, a b.auriful hde? Bl&ti. 6t.d rith $m
lfs co1! shncdc Mo hundred ]cs old like d culkscew Nothins holds n up,'

'wh; d. yd n@, flrnins hold5 ir !p Dcs n fl@d
'Ifs b do wirh opr.sir. ld@! old Mi*rv sd

'Ute in liE Blrc Bod?'
'Two hundrd Ye.F old '
'ts Old Mis, rro hundr.d Yc6 old?

v*" r""rr'.i 
"ao.nry 

m 
'r,.n 

sb qu.r rg{in rh' m*!n3 rd m ! *rioN
--a-r- o1' r*' ".. i"." l l^td thll;d 

'n'o 'hc 
cs plrr un rhc lrr' dav Jr $'

ii"i,a.r 
'rt p*i.- ** r. a,"e* ri mlv 

'Eed.r 
. 

"n!l' 
@ or hi" a'i n:ft 

'nd 
dF

ca wdld be at his hrl\'' :whr d,.i 
'"u 

do r fo' r' Bl*lJe i\1..1 H. *" iu r' h' td nn edoulv h' ra\
*iro o u; r - rr. e.n! ,f t cdld hwasd€*dd bau$tul rhd *died him

- ,i,i "fr""s.o 
. . .1",. ";".1 rhor )ou \ould irrr R pmJ'e! '' fie womllev

connon Ln;E bt i m.n q.mns r roP hd ud a mondk rrh
u. ii" i*'iJ. *', v, *. irvo; ou !h?p 'nd 

unrdh hn h'rrhdnda rr

,- a u-r'.i t. * 
"iia 

*tr ' th,r 'nded 
soultl hsve b4n m erplor sdrh) ol oE

snL t rd'd our rhnss H.Nit
at,hdph he *.4 lbd.lb€d itr ,om dFd k !6 undxng

Bcoldn! in - lhdl Sood cnNsl', Nn r

'Old Mi!.ry\ soing b ht u*rY ,rl bnorcv
Bleki. sdd vi.h Eli.f, You rud *. Nuld
'and pinch thinCs? :IftHY 6k a
alsk si4 Nosodv s eoins b piroh thinCs

n? w. donl wam dY ourt iull.'



'I do1 *6t ro pirch utlninA, T. sid. r'v. gor a b€er ida'

T. Ejsd .y6, 6 gEy !d di*trh.d 4 rhc d6b augln d!r. .$h.[ pull ir down.. h.

Br4be glve. sinsl.ld of to3h6 dd drn, like Mj*q fell quE! d"ur.d by rh.
€rious implelbL gu Wnafd rhe poticc h€ doing aU rh. litul he sid

"n.y d n.vc. know. w. d do n iron iBid.. r've fond I say in.. Hc eid *irh .
$n or intensiry, we d b. like womr, dont you s, in d apple. wnen ve c.tu our
,3ah rh.€ d b€ oothing rh€€, no sdrce no pock, norhjnS bur ju$ soth. lnd rh.tr
vc d tule ri. waus lall down - soneho*,,

'wcdgobju& akri. eid.
'w\o'! s p'o\1 An,l m)*N ". 

qoutdr'r hJv. prnchcd an)rh,ng. Hc d.d
rifiour rhe qhdlk{ n'ck.r or 4te. Trer w.ut,tn , b. syrhrng I

'I v. F\n hdJ o lurn8 'o 
pn\nn id hdrn8 ft,n!\. Sumc^ du

'rn.E *outdnl b. m. Bl.cti. ,rd I v. ..e. houebEat.^ d $ort.,
''Ih.ft rc rsclv. ol ur, T. said. We,d organhe.,
'None of us rnow h.*r
'r knor, 

. 
T. sod He loked rrc$ ar E|etic ,Havc you sor s b.dcr pto?,'Tcrr)f Mirc siid krtsty. E.r pinchins fft rrdcs:

'Fee rid.[ T. $id YoD con sold down. Blackie, it you,d rarhe,.. ..
'Th. ges\ sd (o vd...

. _. 
Bl&ki. siid unc$ity. ,ri ! pmpos.d rh.t bnodoq md Monday 9. d.sroy Otd

'H*, h.E, eid , far boy cat d J@.

'How do $e nanr sulmcB iskcd,

, HeLrrllyd atdt'. sd lr s6 d*.nd of hL t.{df^hip H. knr rsy tu Eb(r or dre ci-p! ,nd brsJn 
'u 

ri.t a {oF Jnbbhng tr rhis 14) and rh,r Th.E
w6 oDry m ord Mmb in $. p6d( for f.! 6 wa tn $cE qeDr lMis: wirhqrs {@ntur rher "A m vJd). He (uot a flv,n3 tit ar d? ru M,l qtuFd d tr,t.
ryDr 

d, lE.tu .ruJqed ryrud. p.yin3 m nk @ o b hn rhd b3 sa{s.r.rk s4g M_ga$.cd brd T.: Bht,e Las dimt) dre Df rhe fi(um.$ of fav;rff 'N3n d 3om3 hft. ot mvd Etllru8. d t.Lng dEn,I drsE dr h dBio 
i, 

< r4Mrp. bd {pp6r dre, , 
"har 

I popo*d $a posibt. ndning hte irndr4r b€.i donc befoE In.Inc of$. $ortuhj commotr ce.ph gm8 $Lr'l
sEry E*h a@nd trdor Tfi.e Muld b. h.dti6 j, rh. p€Fft. Ewn rh. tnwn-ut e03! whr 'd rJ'r b.nms { re djt-r \rnhi8 rnd ,Jr. brnos-borr *out,t hear*'rh,(rpf!r ol hD* old Mrqry'! huu\. had b.en d.{6y.d. Dri\.n h, ,h. pu,..
$mpr.. 3nd arh^tr dbir,or nI taD. io, rhe gdns. Bt(ti. cac baJ" ro *h.E r.std in rlE shadow of Mjsry's walt.



T, vs givin8 hb ord.s wirh daision: ir war c thouCn lhis Pld had b..n with tuh
rI his M., pondcrEd tlmgh dF s.@i iow in hn fifienrh vt.r cryibllir.d sirh ds
ponof 4b.dy. Ys, heeidbMik, biDg $ft big naih. dr btad vo tu 6nd.

ind . hanfti Anlone cl* who can berc. bnng a h!6md anJ a *adnve' We ll
kd pldty ol fien. Chieh ro. w. cr't hr€ tm mdv chisls Cd rvbodv bring

'Nor a childs srq, T. sod AEalsaw
B!f,tj. Fii*d h. had Esd his hMd like rv otdi'arv ftFb€r ot dE g'ng

'Righr, you brins one. Blekie Blt nor $.r.! d difficul.t we wdr d h&tsrw,'
'whds a h.ctsawl' somea.. a\kol
'You can ger 'e'n d Wolwonh\, Summer $id
Th. ld boy cJled le ud slodly, i tn.w I {uld md in

'I ll sd one my$li T srid l donl ean! tou mon'v Bu

Bl{*ie sdd, They R voiking on nlob€r fifren I knor wh're

'Then rhar's all- T, said. wc mer het at nine shlJt

I vc lpr to go b (huNh Milc rd
'cotr ord rhe *dl rnJ shsrle We ll ler J'u 'n

:;1":iir.ffi ilh'il if; 3i";lm"g.:l*l :; l;"ll; #ll:,ll'":'j j
i",ra i 

"" 
. .i"i.r' "r-" "". -an) qinrng. or qhd 

"'trd hapP'n ir hr 'na)ed

iii*i""r'ni,o",r o,m*r" - "."ssins ou ;? -s s'r rJFn In rind'n3 rhe 
'ds'i.-.. 

",r'. 
u* u ",i.t 15 H. appechcd $e hnu'c rNT

ir'._".*". i. r.. 
"i 

* p"ti**\ b;' dong lh' nrin red' Th' tftd 
'vc4@nsi;;;;;.';! '"" nse' "e, Bor H r'dr, trtu be'n! p*pseo ud the A rn'i'!

ili'-.e I' "i'a' " 
a'" -+r rh! ns' Bhr'' (rinb€r 

'he 
tirr 

'nru 
Mhen\

t*flL *- * ""' t *"*, arvrh.E rhc rm {od I'r' ' @mb in d mBIqGd

.,'.r.4. n'..*ii" *'i.t ;n The hou'e lepl Bl&!e l"mbecd n@' l$ hc
"-.1"d 

'r* "i"a- 
h-*. p.atD\ rrcr dl tutnl\ hd rum'd uP th' plm hrd be'n

" "rri 
.'i"*'o*r ".a ""m tso Bur 

"he1 
h' c'mu 'lur b the h&k J@' h'

..,ii-*- 
" -r^,.; 

a -"* t'!dD roder $!n I hn' in I'm r crrkd !r4t I
i-* r""e t-e. , **pi"e ,.",r';s c $d*n psrnrul tru'r Hr ftoushr' It s h'

""orf,l#* * t* u*. him anl he crre in Hc had d once rh{ inpr'$ion

" 
..g"'"'.i"-. '.ry al'r*t t { rhe old hlppt 8'lut) qv\ unde hi' lad'^hil

F- ; "Nh h 
"andcr.d 

uD su.lorn 'Ei^ l@|[3 lot t Nohd) oddFs€d him h'

; ;; .' 
""" "'xd and dr*dr he courd h'gin r! * $e nrm rhe 

'nH'd
.' u" 

-r-"* 
",i *'"e;.u) d-*li.ior srhdr nra{s rh ouw $,lls su'*^

",,ii-*-,"a Jiir "^ .irrn! {' 'hc 
rnine blrJ 

'n 
L\' sn{n'r nm' triins'



mn: he hd alEdy strBshcd E pon.ls of rh. ds. In dE sam lrM le sd havin8
!p rhc paqud bldtr, .xporiis dr sfr wrJd umEbo,ns ovs lhc allI Coik of wir
.!m olr of $. dmA8ed skinins and Mi. s h|pPly on lhe fry, clipping tE wires

On $e cua.d sui6 No of .h. Eas *.r vo*ing h.d *irh m in.d.quar. child s
5!w on lhe bMisr.ls *h.n thcy sa* Black,c s big srr rhey signalled loi ir
wordlc$ly when h. nel srw drd r quds of ftc buis(ers hld b€€n dropp.d inb
rhe hall H€ found l ar lan in $. b hmm h. sar m..dilv i' rhe tc"sr crcd.for
mn in d'e hous.. li{ening b the sounds rlmFg ut fren bclor

'You E E0ll, done n, Bl-kie sid *irh !we. wl.ls gdm b haDpen?'
'w. v. oily jui b.gun, T, said. H. Iooked ar rhe stcdge-hlmm.. md g.!e his

'nstucrios, 
Yotr suy heft $d bcal rhe bad dd tne *{rh b$ir Donl borher ab.ul

rhe ptrcs Th.r com. l&r'
Mike ippcared ar rhe door l'vc finished rhe vn . T., h€:.id
'Cood. You v. ju$ gor ro so s{nd4jng bund m* Th. kirh.n\ in rhe bucDenr

s@sh all rhc china uld elass ind bodes y0 can lay hold or Donl tun on lh. rap6
we don t *r a fls'l - yet. Ilen go inh dtl rhd rmns and rum our drjwen. If rhey
d l*rcd g.r one or fie orhe^ @ brat lh.m op{n 1@ up lny FF you find m;

Bduer !0k. a clnine knif. *hh you trom lne kjrchcr. Th.
hatn)m s oplmb hft. op.tr di. pillo*! and rs up rhc sh* Thd\ .noug for dj.
momenr. And you. rrllcli.. wh.n you v. finnhcd i' h.ft cBck rhe ptasr.r in the
paslge up *irh your sredg..hannq,

'Whd e tou going ro do?. Bl&kie.cked.
'I m l6tin! fo. \onEdiis sp6id., T. s1id.
Ir w6 ne.rly lunuhrime b€lor Btrcki. had finirhed od wcn! in sedh ot T. cbaos

had adv{Ed. The lir.h€n war a sharbtG of b.okcn glars Ld chih Tlk dinin8-mm
w5 qripp.d of p6rquc!, rh. skining w.s up, rhe dq had tEen hken ofl i8 hj.rcs, ajd
rhe,14\h)en hd rulei up. n6- sr€!t\ of Lshr @. in l]fugh tne llur.d ubwk rhA wdted rirh rh. wid\N nf(Earm rd,l<\fuion?turaIaarom
or cEurion. A kind ol inaeinanon h.d sn rhis hous. a\ it h nor b.oome

Mtkc sid, I v. gor b ao hoD for diMen.
'who.l*? T. !rk.d. but all $e orhc* oD onc .rc!* or anoth.r h.d brouchrpr\\rm wirh lhem
'n'cy sq! .d iD rhc ruins ol lh. Ils and s*{pDed unhr.d sdwiches. H.tf u

hour ror lunch md rh.y qcr ar rort 
'8ain. 

By rhc rin. Mi*e Eu,
L\e rop lloi:rd b! dr rh. supcrfr.ial dirog. *s cmDtdcd. Thc di* s* dl ofl.
all thc skjninN miscd, lhc fDnitor pittl8cd rd dpp.d rd snosh.d - no on. couldh'r rtur ' 'he 

h!6c.\t'p d I bed.r h.o\.n ptrq.. I sr. hr,,'d\ e,ghr
d ro tr,p. nofe d*y Jtimb.d \m8t) orer rlr 3Td.D s,lt.

'no 
de !d parr onl) Bl t'. and I qer t.h: $. hsh' h; F.mJ Bon.. ,nd trhen

die] louched a srirh. no$ine rolked Mike had donc his job rhooDshly
'Did you firl.nyrhins speid? Blrk? Nted
T nodded. Comc over here, h. sdd, and took., Our of borh pockets hc dre*hn l.s of grnd noh. Otd Msry.s sring!. h. sjd. .Mjke nppd our o. mafts.



'whri d you goiu ro do? she rh.s?
'wc @nt duevca,' T, eid. Nody\ goirc b sEll olihins iiom rhir hdle I kcpr

rics fd you .nd me - a €l.bdim. Hc k'elr do*n on lne flm od cMr.d then
our rh.E r.e s.venty in all wc ll bum rh.n, he sui4 dnc by one,' od rakins ir

in tuns rh.y hd.A i d u!*rds md lir fi€ iop dft. $ thlt lh. fl'ft bmt do*ly
rorardr rh.ir iin8.E. Th. srey.sh noltd lbove (hei md fcll on rhd headr like agc

'I d lit. ro s OId Misryk taa wh.n *. m rhrcuah, T sajd
'You ha& hin l lor? Blette askcd
'ol couN I dm r h* him. T s4 Th.E'd b. no tun if I haled him Tn 16r

bmiru ne illmiMtd lis t'*lins f@ aU thh hlt ald love, h.sdd. n\soft,nr
hcy. TllE\ only tlings, Bl{tje. md h. lmk.d nund rb. mm cn*dcd *irh rh'
unfanilir shldoqr ofhslfrhiigs, bmt.n rhinsr, fofln.r fiings. tllmevDuhoo.,

Itl

N.xr noming rhe erious desroction sbdcd Tto $cft nGsing Mik'
b.v. who* @nb wm off ro Sourhond atd B4hron in spit' of the slov

lnar h:d b.s;tr b fail od dE rumbL of thund.r h Itr .iu..v rire d[ fint
old blft w.v. sd b hun), I qid

'Hd!.nl w. dok .nssh h. v'd l vc bcn
for slot rthines. This is like *d*

'w. ve ha.dtv $*d. T $id \vhv rh.F\ arl $' n@R Gn tnd thd

hlvenl 6ren our I sinsl. windov You votd lik dre o!ht6 we dc Soing

rhis hdc Th.F sonl hc rything l.ft *lED *. ve lrnish'd

nt! b€lrn 41n on r\e n'{ nor prchlg up rl-' hp nnorboa'tl n'\r rh' uu''r

"!n. 
ki*; 

'h. 
r"EB dtc.,l rh.n rh.v {weJ ttuosh thc |"^r\ md Ekat'd inro

u. h.ll. a "hd;!' rcn d rh. n@r halcd md ql TneJ hM klmt 
"irF 

pdtu\'
ed rE 3.dd fld.ollsp6€d mare ..silv Bv dt 'v' 

ng an old 
'xnibano 

eiad
,rr..,' 'r'. r""r..r.r""" 

|l," r fh') mn nrl! onJ rud'

-i,,"r- "i* o"r 
'r'-gr', "r,t" 

t'ndof,( it w6 rd ld' to Elh rh'n 
'ur'' 

ld
-d, and drcpFd ; P.nnj duqn 

'nrd 'he 
drv ruhble 'rlleJ rcll k !trlcd and 'p!n

fr'" aa *. ',--,rti." sr*^ 6l.d wih 6ron^hm.nr' l ubalftd)onfi'
gnuJd. d'g'ns d the ruDble. llesn! I sp&e along tr du@ "3ll Tuf, rn rh' b9\
t *a. r[ - o-t r. -** . F notr md in thc mming I eD\ tr]ft' Thc

w&r ovenoot rh.m on lne sbi* dd lell th.o!3h tne lmrle$ rmns
t w6 fi.i rhcv heard Milc\ whitde ar rhe bact Son'fting r wdng Blrri'

ssid. They .odd h;e hi3 urgenr bre{hing u dev unltuked lhe door

"Ihc b.!i6? SumcA dtsr
'old M;.ry,' Mike s.id 'Het on hi wov H. pur

EEh.d. Rln all th. Ply he sdd with pride'

'Bur *ht? T, sd Hc bld ne . . H. Docdcd

hE hcJd berscn hb IncB rd

wi& th. jury df tlE child hc hrd



'He *6 d.wo d S.{th.nd, Mile sri4 rod hc v6 on rhe t in &6ing bdk Said

n rds tdo Nld md wd Ue p s.d md g.&d a he wat.i Mt you v. had a sbm

'Five minut?s. I g.v. Ma th. sljp.nd o.'
'we b.rd ol@, su6cB said. w. ve doE.nough. cnyray.
'oh, no, *. hrv.n'r. Anybody sntd do rhtsrThis vrs rh. shllread horoe.n

house *nh iothing lcfi bur rhe wark. Yer $alls corld b. pr.servcd. F13d6 wcre
laluuble. They could blild i$id. Udn 'lm b€&rifully rhr h.foG ThL muld lsain b.
a hoe H. s.id aEily, w. v. gor o finkh. Don\ rovq I! m thinl.'

'Therc\ ru rioc. ! b.y &id.
'Thect gd r. b. . $.t T. said. W. couldnl have gor rhs fe . .'
'we ve dom a lor, Bt*kie said.
'No No. r. havd\. Sotudy *ach rh. fon..'
'we.rn r do lny Il]@.'
'He may come in ar rhe bac*
'w.(h rh. b.cl rtu. T hq.n ro pl€.d. .Iun siv. m. a miNrc od I ll nx n. I

$eu I ll6x it.' But htu &$otuy had gone liln his anbiguity.lle w6 o yoneotrhe

'Pl.i$,'Sumdes ormickcd hib, md lheD suddcnly sruck hofre wilh rhe faht
nm. Run {lon8 honc. T6w.'

t sr&d sid' his bat ro rrp tubbtc ur. r bora krekcd g6sgt !8.i!s thc sp.s.
He had no words as hn drelms rhoot and stid Then Bt0cki! *r.d b.toe rh. gang
had tin. ro laDgh, pu$ing Sutlllltf brkvld t.ll sdch lhe frcnr. T.,, he $id, od
cauiiously ho opencd !h. shurbrs ol rhe hall Tle s4y *c! coDnon $dchcd ?rEad.
ind dE lamF Ble.md in dE puddt6. SoM\ oming, T Nq ir's nd hin. Whd-s

'T.ll Mik ro Bo dr ro rhc lo md htd. ctos b.side n Wh6 fic hem r phL{.
hr gor ro munr r.n fd sr.n b shoDr.'

'You heai Mikc.' Bl{kie said. He {is
bdwen the !hu(.N. H.'s coning, T

'Quick. Mike. The l&. Shy hee Blskie,

th. lerder agltn. He root a quick too*

'Wh@ N you Boiis. T.?
'Dorl rolo. I ll s ro rhir. I slid I *dljd, didn\ I?
OId Mist cft linDing oll ,E (m@n, H. hd nud d th shc ard h. d@dd

6 cnFc tun d rbe prEn. s.d3.. Hc didn\ voi 6 $it hi: houe, whi.h srdt
ja$ed Ind ddr* bet*c.n rh. bomb rires, ssv.d to r.rorty, d h. b.ticv.d, frcn
detuio Ev.n rh. fd lishr hr/ b..r lcfr ubmrcn by rhe bomb,s bld. sotlwh.E
sDmehrty rhhded. Old Miier] lookst shorDty bud He di'ln\ hsr whhdes. A chitd
*ts shoutrgr n *tuid b com. tom hh oyn sddd Th.n a boy tr i o rhc ed
rom ln. @-park. 'Mr Thom6, h€ cdled. ,Mr Thohs.



'I n EEiblt $rry, Mr Tno66, On oa us got bken rhon, and sc ihougbt yo!
*ouldrt njnd. aftd rcv h. ce't 3d our'

'Wnd do you trm, boy?'
'H.t sd tuk in your l@,
'He d no busiDe* Hrv.n\ I kn you b.toE?
'You shosed me you houe.'
'So I did. So I did. Th.r d6n ! give 

'd 
rh. riSht @

'Do hry. Mr Thahrc H.ll sufleat.
'Nonsn€. Hc c0n! sufiddc. wait till I pu! my ba8 in

'Oh. tu, you don\. I c ry ny otr'
'Tnh *ay, Mr Thonrs.
'I cdt 3.r in 6. gardm thar way, l v.8ot ro go thrcu3h rh. hous.
'Bui you .d, eel in the slrden $is qay. M. ThomB Wc otten do'
'Yd otun do? H. follorcd rhe by wirh ! scan&lisd fasiurion WLn? what

'Do you see . . ? Thc roU\ low.

'l'n d goin! b ctinh lails nro ny own S'rd.n X\ rbdurd

'This is ho* ve do ir. On. f@r heft. o'e fsr rh.re ud ov.r'Th' h'v\ fec
tercd do*n. an am shor ou!. atd Mr Tlromas tolnd his bss b*tn Dd deposied on

'Grc m 6ek my b.g, Mr ThoB sid Fom th€ lo . 5ov vcI'd od }.ll'l l ll

M' Thoms. tsk. o,!. ld rheE on vout nshl' No* jui
'nDd6 climb€d ovcr hrs om gdden *.ll H.tr1vour bs.

'I tl hay. t wtll btrill uA Mr Thons sid l U nor htve vd hvs coNns ovd
ner.. urne m! loo. H. {;mbl?d on th. p.rh bur rhe bo} ltught nis 

'lbo$ 'nJ
r@Gl i,m "Tndr )N rhtnl you nl) bov hc mmuRJ dromaircall) $mb'd\
.r'ii,ta usuin o-sh i$ do.k lnconing lncomins Mr Th'ns 

'dted 
Hcsd

ro rrt" u"i r,""ia" r'l-. t t n. unre4onable Been a bov nvscli As long rs $ingr
,'. donc,.rukr I dun t m'nd tou pkvins rcurd th. plo" s'ru'dtv roming'
soffic l-br. smp,n) oDl) n\ gor b b. Eguls oit Df )tu 6k lave i'd I rv
Y* s.*ri.* 

' 
u ;v N.. w;n'r Gt ru" ir. e"a vou -." in a rhe rnnr door Dd

mr !r rhc bel. No gdd.n *ilh.'
'Do d hin dr, M' T1'on6
'He ;on1 eme ro dy ham in Dv l@ Mt Thonas stid. slurbliq slo*lv down

rh. !.r&n Oh. mv dtnmahls he rtid Al*ivs gc' .m m BMk Holi&v l-( ed

- "-".*r'r n.;r t* ""*. h.rc c'E m. vou hand D' tou kmE rh't nr
rd;,.u *,a r*".a,r" cb."* '* dv d.,hng. 

'n 
n^' hrrr or \er hnse' or

triu i*t'. nr .'*t'r * o" rt'x p{h rtu Thom8 uid ft'} rDat in pe'bl"
md double meoninsr" H. pl8ed !r rh. dd of thc ld whar\ rh' DaiG' in thcrc?

h! cdLd. Th* was no EPIY
'P.rhes h. s ftinGd, rh. boy sid



'Not in my loo. Herc, you. con. out, Mr Thonss said, and givinS a s@r j.lk a.
rhc der h. n.0ny rell s his bek vlEn ir smng.cily oFn, A h,nd fiEr supoortd
hin ud dEn plshed him hard. His hcad hir ttF opF$ic edl od lE d he.vily do*.
His bag hit hir ftet. A hed whipp€d rb. key out ol the lock rd .hc doot slamh.d
'ld ne out, h. c{ll.d, rnd h.ard Ih. k.y rum in rh. l6k. A -riols cssh. h.
lhq8hr, md f.h did*it ad dfuqd and old.

A voic. spoke ro hin softiy $nugh $o sllrihlp.d hole in thc door 'Don r sotty,
Mr Tnom. ir s'4 k snnl hun you. nor 

'fyuu 
lLj qui.r.

M' Thonls ptrt h's h.ad b€rven his hands .nd pondcrcd. g. h.d ndiced rhd
ln.rc *rs only one lotry in the ce-pat. and hc f.lr csin thor dE dnve. would nor
snc ibr ir b.forc rhe ljming. Nody cNld lE{ hih fbD th. nad in fdr, tnd the
Iar .t tie b!c* w6 sldon us.d. Anyorc *ho pslscd dEE wdld t hrryinS h(]m
and would oor p€E ad shd they would ..einly rat ro bc drun*.. ai.s. And if h.
did call HelD.' *ho. on a lonely Bank Holiday evening, *ould havc rhe courrgc b
trvcaise? Mr Tl'otm d d tlE lo rd l'oftl.rd siIn th. *ivion of age.

alcr a vhil. n Rmd b him rhar th.E w'. ernds in rh. silc@ - rhry w€e
lainr md clmc fbn .h. d;arian of his holse. Hc $md up and p*rcd rhrough rhe
q.il.tio-hol. - b.r@n rtE ctuk in orc ot {E shucn h. sw 3 usht, d $c lior
of r I.nD, bu th. e.vcdry ligfir th{ a cr"dh ntht gjE- nm h. rholghr lE hanl tIE
sound of hm*rins rnd scnpi4 and cbiptiq. H. rholgli ot bur3l.6 - Dcmaps UEy
hrd.hployed rhe bdy a: a sur bur *hy should buislar.ngage in whar sounded
norc dd iorc li*. a n.tdy fom of c!'p.nty? Mr Thoer ler dt m .rpedn..bl
y.U, blt nohiy ds*.rcd. Th. nois could not.v.n har Gehed his.neni.s

Mirc hrd eonc hom to b.4 bu..h€ 6t iay.d. Th. qmsdo of lead.Fhip m ld!e.
corc.hed rh. gan8. with naih. chisek. $rewdivere. anyrhing rhd vas shlQ lnd
t€n.t ring th.y movcd arcuml rhe innq ralh sorryine ar thc motur beNen die
brick. Th.y ian.d r@ high. r.d n -6 BlrcLi. *ho hir m rhe damp cous. and
Edi€d thc wtrt could b. h.lv.d il dE v.aren d dF loinb imr.dhcly abov..I. w6
a long- ririnA. unan(iing joh bur at ld. ir wrs nni$en. Thc gu.r.d houe slxd rhcE
bdd.cd on . fcv tnch6 or nonr b.N€n rh. d.mD @e lnd rh. bricki

Th.e €mlin d lhe mor dM8.rcus ra* of all. o( in th. op€n d rhe edg. of rhe
bomb-sire. Summe6 w$ enr .o warch rhc rcM lor pNe6-by, ed Mt Thonas. sirtjne
on rh. 16, hc{d cl@ly nor rh. sud of sr*iia. lr no long.r m fom his hdq
and th{ r linL Easu.rd him. H. felt les drm.d. Pon.p6 th. d}Er miss h h.d

A voir spk. ro bih $qen rhe hol.. Mr T}lona'
'ta m or' Mr Thons eid n.oly.
'HeE\ a blonkei, thc voice s0id, and u long gay srsgc ws wdkcd rhrugh dr

holc nd fell ii *arhcs ore. Mr Thonas s h*d.
'Tt@\ nothins pcMrui. . rcte sid. w. *anr yo b b€.{nfftbL ronishi.'
'Tonight. Mr 'nDm.$ Epeabd increduloNly.



'Cdch, UE voic. sid. Pmy buns - se ve butftd fien. Nnd sru:a8.{olls We
donl yrt you b idej Mr Thoru.

M. Thona pl.d.d d.sFftly. a jo*.\ a jok.. boy. l! ft o. md I wonl ey
a rhins. l v€ gd dElDarics I sor ro deD coblonlble.'

'Yo! wouldnl b. comlon.ble, nor in yu hou*, yo *ondn r. Nd rcv.
'Whd do you n.M. boy? blt ln. fdstF e.ded Tica *s o y rh. sild@ ol

nighr no buld of slwing. Mr Thomls lricd on moie y.ll, bur h. was dounr.d und

€buk.d by $e sil.nce - a long way off a owl hded and md. a*ry 4ain on its
numdi ntlt rhFugh ih. Mdld wqd.

Ar even rcxr mooiu the dnvcr ce to leth his lory He climb.d inro dE sed
.nd tird ro s6 rh. engin.. H. sos nlkly aed of r loia shouting. bot it d'iln t
cm@F hin. At ld rhe .n[im Erpond€n rnd he bek d rhc loFy u'61 n buchd ln.
Se0t wodd shorc thd suppon d Ml Thons s hous. Th.r ray he oDld driv. idr
our .d dowr .h. lcr *irhour Ev6iry. Th. lorry mvad fo !'tl, *a mtu.Eily
ch.cked as thoueh sonerhiDg *et. puUin8 it lrom b€hind. and rh
$und of a lMg smbliry cmsh ftrc drtvs *6 dbishsl to s bricrs bqGing rlad
of hih, whil. sllffi tui 0E Df of hisaD.lG pd on hi5 bl!t6 wEn lE cliob.d d
the whole lddsF had suddeniy dcad Tleft rds no house besid. the .d_pd*. only
a hill of nbhla H. y.nr tuund ad .@incd lb. b{k ot his @ fq d,m8., Td rd'rd
a mD. den rhcE th.t vs {ill ancd d fic orhet .nd Fund pd o

Thc drivd again becamo awd of $m.body shourinS. li cam. ftum rhe wooden
G o rhich w5 d. 'Ee{ rhinS b a h&e in rhd d.ehno ot bnkd hid. Th.
drit.. clinb.d rh. sndhcd wall qnd unldk.d th. dM. Mr Thond c?m our or rh.
loo. He qas w.aring ! grcy bhnlt.r b {hicb nakes ol pasry ddheEd He Savc a

$bbiry cry. My hde. h. eid. wheE.' ny housl''
'S€arll m., th. &ivd s!id. Hk .y. h on rhe tiiim of i barh ald whn had onca

b€.n ! rlres€r ud h. b€3M @ lalgh Th.E van r lnyrhing lcft uyvh.R
'Ho* de you laush. lrlr Thoms sid. I. ras oy houe My hou<
'l m sory, rhc driver ruid. mlking h.oic efions, bul when he ren.mber.d rhe

sudd.n ch6k ro his lorry, th. cdh of bricls falling, h. b.c@ svul*d a€.in ON
l]m.d dE hous h.d sdn thd wirh such disnn, b.N*n tlE bqDb-sics lile I rr
in 0 lop hat, @d thcn. bd3. c6h, ln{. ren r liyrhin! bn - mt orrhins He si4
'l m sorry. I cd1 h.b n. M. ThoM Th.E s ndhing p.Mn l, bur ym 8d b ldmn


